VI.

THE COINAGE OF THE CIVIL WABS OF
68-69 A.D.

(See Plates IX., X.)

THE present paper was originally read before the EoyaL
Xumismatic Society in October, 1913. The general plan
remains the same, but some sections of purely descriptive
matter have been omitted and some of the results have
had to be altered in the light of further study.

The title indicates fairly accurately the scope of the
essay; within it fall the " Autonomous " series, the coins
of Galba, Otho, and Vitellius, the latest issues of Nero
and the earliest of Vespasian. My main object is to fix
the date and place of the various coinages; but I shall
have to deal also on occasion with the meanings of types,
when they are likely to throw light on the conditions of
striking. The coinage of the Civil Wars of 68 to 69 A.D.
offers many attractions to the numismatist. In the first
place, it is full of variety and full of difficulty; in the
second, it may teach us much about the imperial issues
of the first century in general. So long as settled con-
ditions prevail, there is often little to be known about
them; it is when the break comes that we stand our best
chance of catching glimpses of the old order, before it
finally disappears. In the same way the numismatist
may hope, from a study of the period of civil strife and
chaos in 68 and 69 A.D,, to throw some light on the
Julio-Claudian period that precedes and on the Flavian
that follows it.